
 

BONAPARTE GOLD PROPERTY

SITE VISIT - MAY 29, 2023

I decided to take a run up to Kamloops and visit the Bonaparte Property.

I got to within 5.1 km of the mine and ran into a snow drift in the middle of the road around 2.5' deep and 20' long. Thought if I'm
going to dig this out for the next several hours and drive in another 500m just to run into another, I would be choked, so I packed up
my gun, tools, metal detector, hammers, bear spray a 5-gallon pail and a bottle of water etc. and headed in on foot. Huge chore
walking in that far and as it turned out there were no more snow blocks so in hindsight, I should have taken the time to dig it out
but as a fortune-teller, I am not.

My first stop as I approached the site was a small tailings pile located just short of the final turn-in towards the open gates. I
quickly found a good-sized (2'x2') mineralized quartz boulder and started hammering open only to find some very good-looking ore
throughout of which I took a sample.

From there, I moved on toward the original bulk-sample area which was also laced with residual float mineralization almost
everywhere.  I also noted several areas of mineralized outcrop along the banks of the large, flooded pits. 

I then decided to walk along the periphery of the larger bulk sample pit area. Ore-grade material lies throughout the entire area in
the form of float as well as in outcrop.  Notably, there was one good-sized (maybe 8 feet x8 feet) mineralized quartz outcrop and a
very nice 12" mineralized quartz vein along the low side of the area just past (south) of the flooded pit area, all containing
mineralization.  I hammered out around a dozen or so small samples that I would carry out and did a bit of casual snooping around. I
did not go up to the top of the site where there are a couple of large trailers as it was starting to get late, and I knew I still had a
5+km walk (mostly uphill) back to my truck. About 6:35 pm I started heading back. 

My biggest mistake for the day was showing up unprepared for mosquitoes!   Going into the mine-site the temperature was
reasonably warm, so they were somewhat tolerable even though they were excessive. At the mine-site as well as when I hiked back
to my truck was another story. There were billions of them. They were small and extremely aggressive. Basically, they ate me alive
and there was nothing I would do about it. They were in my hair on my scalp, all over the open portion of my back (through my thick
long-sleeved shirt where my gun wasn't slung and every time I stopped for a rest, they would swarm by the tens of thousands with
no way to get away from them. I am pretty sure if a guy was to give in to them he would be dead in no time at all. The count of
mosquito bites on my back may very well be close to a thousand! 

My second mistake was not booking a room in advance of my trip. When I got to Kamloops and decided to try to find a room for the
next couple of days, much to my surprise, there was not one to be had anywhere.  Apparently, the Memorial (WHL) Cup was going on
and every room was booked!  I wound up having to go back to Merit where I was lucky enough to find one of the only rooms left
available in that town as well.  By the time I got there, checked in and settled it was close to midnight. The next morning, I decided
to cut the trip short as I was already 1/3 of the way back to the ferry and I didn't see going back to dig my way in for a 1/2 a day just
to have to turn around and come home again.  

My goal was to get a sense of the mineralization of the area around the bulk-sample sites and get enough data in the form of
samples to adequately evaluate the composition of the ore and how it may relate to the possibility that there is an underlying
porphyry system below the high-grade surface deposit.   Based on what I have now seen, combined with compelling geophysical
evidence, I believe the probability is very high. Much of what I had read in the old reports pertained mostly to the gold and according
to the most recent 43-101 report the copper never seems to exceed more than 1/2% and averages even less.  Based on my findings,
there is tons of copper within the ore, and generally of high-grade.   My thinking was that if there is a major copper-gold porphyry
system below, there needs to be significant copper at surface and not just gold. As it turns out, the copper is definitely there
according to my results.

The ore samples collected are primarily quartz hosted, massive chalcopyrite containing significant gold. There is significant iron
pyrite, up to 20% along with copper sulphides to around 10% with some that look like they could be native copper.  Please
remember, I am not a geologist.   Some of the samples also contain bornite, azurite, and malachite. There was also all kinds of
porphyritic rocks around the mine area although I did not take the time to document.

With that said, my conclusion to the theory of a possible lower porphyry system now makes more sense being that there is much
more copper, in much higher grades than what is indicated in reports which I find to be a little puzzling, to be honest.

PICTURES

 

 

 

 

 

 

8' x 8' Outcrop

 

 

 

Main Adit above (flooded)



 

MORE PICTURES

 


